
       PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

AMENDED LANGUAGE IS IN ITALICS 

I.  BALLOTS AND VOTES AT CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS (The purpose of this amendment is to clarify 
the provision of the Constitution which enables congregants present at an annual meeting to approve 
a proposed budget and/or a proposed slate of officers in the absence of a quorum.) 

ARTICLE VII 

Section 3.  At all meetings of the Congregation, regular and special, a quorum to decide any motion on 
the floor, except a motion to adjourn and any other motion provided for in this section shall consist of 
twenty-five percent (25%) of voting member households of the Congregation. In the absence of a 
quorum, those in attendance at a regular annual meeting of the Congregation may approve a proposed 
budget and/or a proposed slate of officers.  The budget will be considered duly adopted and the officers 
and trustees duly elected by the Congregation unless a future meeting is called within 90 days to change 
this outcome. Whenever any proposed slate of officers or budget is approved at a regular annual 
meeting of the Congregation without a quorum, notice of that approval, as specified in Article XV.1, shall 
be given to the entire congregation within one week of the approval. 

II. SIZE OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES (The purpose of this amendment is to authorize the Board of 
Trustees to expand the size of the Board to a maximum of  eighteen Trustees at its discretion.) 

ARTICLE VIII  SECTION 2.  The Board of Trustees will consist of the elected officers, the immediate Past 
President, and at least eleven (11) but no more than eighteen (18) Trustees, all of whom must be Beth El 
members in good standing.  Officers shall be elected as defined in Article IX.  Each Trustee shall be 
elected for a term of two (2) years.  Terms shall overlap in such a manner that each year the terms of 
office of approximately half of the Trustees who are not officers shall expire.  The election of the Board 
of Trustees shall take place at the annual meeting of the Congregation. 

III. VOTE ON ELECTION, RENEWAL OR TERMINATION OF THE RABBI’S CONTRACT (The purpose of this 
amendment is to authorize the Board of Trustees to establish a provision for absentee balloting on 
congregational votes concerning the appointment, renewal or termination of the Rabbi’s contract). 

ARTICLE X, Section 1.  The Rabbi shall be appointed by the Congregation upon the recommendation of 
the Board of Trustees at an annual meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose. The Board of 
Trustees may establish a provision for an absentee balloting procedure with respect to this vote.  

ARTICLE X, Section 3.  The renewal or termination of the contract with the Rabbi shall be upon the 
recommendation of the Executive Committee, followed by approval of the Board of Trustees, and voted 
upon by the Congregation at an annual meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose.  The 
Board of Trustees may establish a provision for an absentee balloting procedure with respect to this vote.  

 



IV.   STANDING COMMITTEES (The purpose of this amendment is to authorize the Board of Trustees to 
alter the number, structure, function and authority of the standing committees as the need arises and 
to acknowledge the creation of the Community of Caring.) 

ARTICLE XII, SECTION 3. 

The standing committees of the Congregation are required to submit an annual budget, report monthly 
to the Board of Trustees, and report annually to the Congregation.  The Board of Trustees may alter the 
number, structure, function, and authority of the standing committees from time to time.  As of the date 
of the by-laws the standing committees are: 

(Change clause g and add clause h (the letters preceding the other committees will be changed 
appropriately) 

g.  Synagogue Life Committee.  This committee shall be charged with identifying ways to encourage 
members to join together into an active sharing and caring community.  This committee shall propose 
and organize social and cultural activities to meet this goal. 

h.  Community of Caring.  This committee shall be responsible for identifying, assisting, and visiting 
members who are hospitalized, homebound, or grieving and for helping members who have urgent, 
immediate short-term needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


