
Excerpts from Pirke Avot Chapter 2 
For Hevruta Study between Pesah and Shavuot 

 
(Don’t forget to identify your Hevruta and log your hours in the Beth El office so that a contribution to  
MAZON can be made in honor of your learning.) 

Hillel says 
Do not separate 
From the community 
Do not trust 
Yourself 
Until the day of  
your death 
Do not judge 
Your companion 
Until you arrive 
In his place 
And do not say 
Anything 
That cannot be understood 
Hoping in the end  
that it will be understood 
And do not say 
When I am free 
I will learn 
Perhaps  
you will not be free 



The bashful cannot 
Learn 
Nor the quick tempered 
Teach 

The more Torah 
The more life 
The more schooling 
The more wisdom 
The more counsel 
The more understanding 
The more Tzedakah 
The more peace 
 



Rabbi Tarfon says 
The day is short 
And the work is plentiful 
And the workers are lazy 
And the reward is great 
And the master presses 
 

He used to say 
It is not upon you 
The work 
To finish 
But you are not 
Free 
To be exempt 
From it 


