Excerpts from Pirke Avot, chapter 5

(Don’t forget to identify your Hevruta and log your hours in the Beth El office so that a contribution
to MAZON can be made in honor of your learning.)
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Seven characteristics of a clod
And seven of a wise person

A wise person

Does not speak

Before

One who 1s greater than he

In wisdom

And does not interject

Into the words of his companion
And is not in a hurry to answer
He inquires on topic

And replies accordingly

He speaks about the first thing first
And about the last thing last
And about what he has not heard
He says I have not heard

And he acknowledges

The truth

The opposites are the clod
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Four types in humankind
One who says

Mine 1s mine

And yours 1s yours

This 1s the average type
But there are those who say
This 1s Sodom type
Mine 1s yours

And yours 1s mine

An 1ignoramus

Mine 1s yours

And yours 1s yours

Pious

Yours 1s mine

And mine 1s mine

Wicked



NV YN There are four types
DOTN2 In man
U)Db NY) Easy to anger
3'11'3"\:? D)) And easy to appease
YTDOD NY? His lack is nullified
Y99V By his merit
D)’Db ‘D\U‘Q Hard to anger
ﬂiﬁﬁ? NYP) And hard to appease
YDV R¥ His merit is nullified by
YTDODA His lack
D)D'? NYP Hard to anger
J'ﬁS"\P D)) And easy to appease
TYON Benevolent
U)’Db M) Easy to anger
NINTP NYP) And hard to appease
YW1 Wicked
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Four types who sit
Before the sages
A sponge

And a funnel

A strainer

And a sieve

A sponge

Absorbs
Everything

And a funnel
Receives 1n this end
And lets out at this end
A strainer

Lets out

The wine

And retains

The dregs

A winnower/sifter
Lets out

The flour dust
And retains

The fine flour



